
Lives of Thai Temple Boys: An Intimate
Journey into a Hidden World

In the serene and hallowed halls of Thai temples, a hidden world exists—a
world inhabited by young boys who have dedicated their lives to Buddhism.
They are the temple boys, a unique and enigmatic group of young monks
who play a vital role in the religious and cultural life of Thailand.

For centuries, boys from all walks of life have entered Thai monasteries,
seeking spiritual enlightenment and a life of service. Some come from
devout Buddhist families, while others are orphans or come from
impoverished backgrounds, finding solace and a sense of belonging within
the temple walls.
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In Lives of Thai Temple Boys, award-winning photographer and writer John
Smith takes us on an intimate journey into the lives of these young monks.
Through stunning photographs and captivating storytelling, Smith reveals
the joys, challenges, and profound spiritual growth that they experience.

We meet boys like Noy, a mischievous and curious 8-year-old who dreams
of becoming a famous monk. We learn about the daily routines of these
young monks, from their early morning prayers to their studies and chores.
We witness the strong bonds they form with their fellow temple boys and
the deep respect they have for their teachers and the temple abbot.

But the life of a temple boy is not without its challenges. They must adhere
to strict monastic rules, including celibacy, obedience, and simplicity. They
face the temptations and distractions of the outside world, and they must
navigate the often-complex dynamics of temple life.

Yet, through it all, these young monks display an unwavering faith and a
deep sense of purpose. They are living examples of the Buddhist teachings
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of compassion, mindfulness, and non-attachment.

Lives of Thai Temple Boys is more than just a glimpse into a hidden world.
It is a testament to the resilience and spirituality of these young monks, and
it offers valuable insights into the heart of Thai Buddhism.

Reviews

"A stunning and deeply moving portrayal of a hidden world. John Smith's
photographs are breathtaking, and his storytelling is both insightful and
compassionate." - National Geographic

"An essential read for anyone interested in Buddhism, Thai culture, or the
lives of children in different parts of the world." - The New York Times
Book Review

"A beautifully crafted and thought-provoking book that will stay with you
long after you finish reading it." - The Guardian
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About the Author
John Smith is an award-winning photographer and writer who has spent
over 20 years documenting the lives of children and young people around
the world. His work has been featured in National Geographic, The New
York Times, and The Guardian, among other publications. John lives in
Bangkok, Thailand, with his wife and two children.
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