Randal Randal Burning Bright: A Literary
Masterpiece

Randal Randal Burning Bright is a historical novel by Randal Doering that
was first published in 1977. The novel tells the story of Randal Randal, a
young man who comes of age during the American Civil War. Randal is a
complex and flawed character, and his journey through the war is both
harrowing and inspiring.

The novel is set in the fictional town of Burning Bright, Tennessee. As the
war rages around them, Randal and his family grapple with the
complexities of slavery, racism, and the meaning of true freedom. Randal
himself is torn between his loyalty to his family and his desire to fight for the
Union. Ultimately, he chooses to fight, and his experiences on the
battlefield change him forever.
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Randal Randal Burning Bright is a powerful and moving novel that offers a
unique perspective on the American Civil War. Doering's writing is lyrical
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and evocative, and his characters are unforgettable. The novel has won
numerous awards, including the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book
Award, and it is considered one of the most important works of American
literature of the 20th century.

The Characters

Randal Randal is a complex and flawed character. He is intelligent and
ambitious, but he is also hot-headed and impulsive. He is deeply loyal to
his family and friends, but he is also capable of great violence. Randal's
journey through the war is a process of self-discovery, and he ultimately
emerges as a more compassionate and understanding man.

In addition to Randal, the novel features a cast of unforgettable characters.
There is Randal's father, a stern and unforgiving man who believes that
slavery is necessary for the survival of the South. There is Randal's mother,
a gentle and loving woman who tries to keep the peace between her
husband and son. And there is Randal's beloved cousin, Mary, a strong and
independent woman who challenges Randal's beliefs about women's roles
in society.

The Setting

Randal Randal Burning Bright is set in the fictional town of Burning Bright,
Tennessee. The town is a microcosm of the tensions that are tearing the
United States apart. The town is home to both pro-slavery and anti-slavery
factions, and the war brings these factions into open conflict. The novel's
setting is vividly depicted, and it helps to create a sense of realism and
immediacy.

The Themes



Randal Randal Burning Bright explores a number of important themes,
including slavery, racism, and the meaning of true freedom. The novel
shows the devastating impact of slavery on both blacks and whites. It also
challenges the idea that slavery is necessary for the survival of the South.
The novel ultimately argues that true freedom is not just the absence of
slavery, but also the ability to live a life of dignity and respect.

The Legacy

Randal Randal Burning Bright is a powerful and moving novel that has had
a lasting impact on American literature. The novel has won numerous
awards, including the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, and it is
considered one of the most important works of American literature of the
20th century. The novel has also been adapted into a successful film and a
television miniseries. The novel continues to be read and studied today,
and it is sure to continue to inspire and move readers for generations to
come.
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