
The Ultimate Guide to Design for Windows
and Mac
As a designer, you know that creating a great user experience is essential
for any product. But what if your product is going to be used on both
Windows and Mac? How do you make sure that it looks and feels great on
both platforms?
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That's where this guide comes in. We'll cover everything you need to know
about designing for both Windows and Mac, from UI patterns to typography
and iconography.

UI Patterns

One of the most important things to consider when designing for both
Windows and Mac is the UI patterns that you use. These patterns are the
building blocks of your interface, and they can have a big impact on the
user experience.
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For example, Windows users are accustomed to using a taskbar at the
bottom of the screen, while Mac users are accustomed to using a menu bar
at the top of the screen. If you're designing a product that's going to be
used on both platforms, you'll need to decide which pattern to use.

Here are some of the most common UI patterns that you'll need to be
familiar with:

Taskbars and menu bars: Taskbars are typically located at the
bottom of the screen and provide access to running applications and
system functions. Menu bars are typically located at the top of the
screen and provide access to application-specific menus.

Windows and dialog boxes: Windows are used to display information
or collect input from the user. Dialog boxes are used to provide
additional information or options to the user.

Buttons and controls: Buttons are used to trigger actions. Controls
are used to allow the user to input data or change settings.

Icons: Icons are used to represent objects or actions. They can be
used in menus, toolbars, and other parts of the interface.

Typography

Typography is another important consideration when designing for both
Windows and Mac. The fonts that you use can have a big impact on the
readability and overall look and feel of your product.

Windows and Mac have different default fonts. Windows uses the Segoe UI
font family, while Mac uses the Helvetica Neue font family. If you're



designing a product that's going to be used on both platforms, you'll need
to decide which font family to use.

Here are some tips for choosing a font family that works well on both
Windows and Mac:

Choose a font family that is available on both platforms. There are
a number of font families that are available on both Windows and Mac,
such as Arial, Helvetica, and Times New Roman.

Choose a font family that is easy to read. The font should be clear
and legible, even at small sizes.

Choose a font family that matches the overall tone of your
product. For example, if you're designing a product that is fun and
playful, you might choose a more whimsical font family.

Iconography

Iconography is another important element of design. Icons are used to
represent objects or actions, and they can help to make your interface
more intuitive and user-friendly.

Windows and Mac have different iconography styles. Windows icons are
typically more realistic, while Mac icons are typically more stylized. If you're
designing a product that's going to be used on both platforms, you'll need
to decide which iconography style to use.

Here are some tips for choosing an iconography style that works well on
both Windows and Mac:



Choose an iconography style that is consistent with the overall
design of your product. For example, if you're designing a product
that has a modern and minimalist look, you might choose a more
stylized iconography style.

Choose an iconography style that is easy to understand. The
icons should be clear and recognizable, even at small sizes.

Choose an iconography style that is consistent across all
platforms. If you're designing a product that's going to be used on
both Windows and Mac, you should make sure that the icons are
consistent across both platforms.

Designing for both Windows and Mac can be a challenge, but it's definitely
possible to create a product that looks and feels great on both platforms.
By following the tips in this guide, you can create a product that is both
user-friendly and visually appealing.
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