
Unveiling the Nuances of International Law:
The Law of Internal Armed Conflict
In the intricate tapestry of international law, the regulation of armed conflicts
has long been a contentious and evolving field. The distinction between
international and internal armed conflicts has profound implications for the
applicable legal framework and the rights and obligations of the parties
involved.
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'The Law of Internal Armed Conflict: Cambridge Studies in International and
Comparative Law' offers a comprehensive and insightful examination of the
legal frameworks, challenges, and implications of non-international
conflicts. Authored by Dr. Marco Sassòli, this meticulously researched work
delves into the complexities of this multifaceted area of law.
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The book commences with an exploration of the legal basis for the
regulation of internal armed conflicts. It examines the Geneva Conventions,
Additional Protocols, and customary international law, highlighting their
evolution and scope of application. Dr. Sassòli provides a detailed analysis
of the threshold of applicability, focusing on the intensity and duration of the
conflict and the organization of the armed groups involved.

The study meticulously dissects the concept of non-state actors,
emphasizing their legal status and responsibilities under international law. It
explores the implications for state responsibility and the challenges of
ensuring accountability in situations of non-international conflicts.

Protection of Civilians and Human Rights

A central theme throughout the book is the protection of civilians and
human rights in the context of internal armed conflicts. Dr. Sassòli
meticulously examines the applicable legal framework, including the
Geneva Conventions and Additional Protocols, and their implications for the
conduct of hostilities.

He analyzes the obligations of parties to the conflict to distinguish between
civilians and combatants, to respect the principles of humanity and
proportionality, and to prevent the indiscriminate use of weapons. The book
also explores the role of international humanitarian organizations in
monitoring compliance and providing assistance to victims of conflict.

Accountability and International Criminal Justice

In addressing the issue of accountability, the book examines the jurisdiction
of the International Criminal Court (ICC) over crimes committed during
internal armed conflicts. Dr. Sassòli discusses the legal basis for the ICC's



jurisdiction, the scope of its mandate, and the challenges in prosecuting
such crimes.

He analyzes the interplay between national and international mechanisms
for accountability, emphasizing the importance of complementarity and
cooperation. The book also explores the role of truth and reconciliation
commissions in post-conflict situations.

Contemporary Challenges and Future Directions

Recognizing the evolving nature of internal armed conflicts, the book
concludes with an examination of contemporary challenges and future
directions in the field. Dr. Sassòli discusses the impact of new technologies,
the rise of hybrid conflicts, and the challenges of addressing sexual and
gender-based violence in conflict situations.

He proposes innovative approaches to strengthening the legal framework,
enhancing accountability, and promoting conflict resolution and
peacebuilding efforts. The book concludes with a thought-provoking
assessment of the future of international law in regulating internal armed
conflicts.

'The Law of Internal Armed Conflict: Cambridge Studies in International and
Comparative Law' is an indispensable resource for scholars, practitioners,
policymakers, and anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of this
complex and evolving area of international law.

Dr. Sassòli's meticulous research, insightful analysis, and forward-looking
approach provide a valuable contribution to the field. This book is a must-



read for anyone interested in international humanitarian law, human rights,
and the challenges of regulating non-international conflicts.

To delve deeper into the intricacies of internal armed conflicts and explore
the legal frameworks and challenges involved, Free Download your copy of
'The Law of Internal Armed Conflict: Cambridge Studies in International and
Comparative Law' today.
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