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In the annals of horror cinema, few names stand as tall as George Romero.
His iconic zombie trilogy, Night of the Living Dead, Dawn of the Dead, and
Day of the Dead remains a touchstone of the genre. While the first two
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films have received their share of critical and commercial acclaim, Day of
the Dead has often been overlooked. This is a shame, as it is a complex
and fascinating film that offers a unique perspective on the zombie
apocalypse.

The Genesis of Day of the Dead

The Making of George Romero's Day of the Dead begins with the film's
genesis. Romero had originally conceived of a different story, but after
reading Stephen King's novel The Stand, he decided to change direction.
He was particularly interested in King's exploration of the psychological
effects of a prolonged period of isolation and fear.
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Romero also drew inspiration from the Vietnam War. He saw parallels
between the plight of the soldiers in Vietnam and the plight of the survivors
in his film. Both groups were fighting a seemingly hopeless battle against
an overwhelming enemy.

The Casting Process
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Romero assembled a talented cast for Day of the Dead. Lori Cardille,
Joseph Pilato, and Richard Liberty all deliver memorable performances.
Cardille plays Sarah, a scientist who is trying to find a cure for the zombie
virus. Pilato plays Captain Rhodes, the leader of the soldiers who are trying
to protect the scientists. Liberty plays Dr. Logan, a brilliant but arrogant
scientist who is obsessed with his own research.

The Filming Process

The filming of Day of the Dead was a difficult process. The budget was
small, and the shooting schedule was tight. The crew often had to work
long hours in difficult conditions. Romero also had to deal with several
creative differences with his producers. Despite these challenges, Romero
managed to create a film that is both visually stunning and emotionally
powerful.

The Critical Reception

Day of the Dead was not a critical or commercial success upon its initial
release. However, the film has since been reevaluated and is now
considered one of Romero's best works. Critics have praised the film for its
complex characters, its realistic depiction of violence, and its exploration of
the human condition.

The Legacy of Day of the Dead

Day of the Dead has had a profound impact on the horror genre. The film's
influence can be seen in countless other zombie films, including Danny
Boyle's 28 Days Later and Zack Snyder's Dawn of the Dead remake. The
film has also been praised by critics for its social commentary and its
timeless themes.



The Making of George Romero's Day of the Dead is a fascinating look at
the making of one of the most important horror films of all time. The book is
filled with rare photos, behind-the-scenes stories, and interviews with the
cast and crew. It is a must-read for any fan of George Romero or zombie
movies in general.
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